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Deadline for articles for the next issue will be Wednesday Sth October. 
Contributions sent by post should be addressed to the Editor at 7 Weatherall 
St., California Gully, 3556. 


(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not pocalbie, then. oilers 
make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing, and leave 
adequate margins. ) 


Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sourvht 
from the Bendiro Field Naturalists Club, and ene ae given to the 
author and the Club, 


All back numbers except Vol.3 (10) are Faas ivanicy at a cost of 50 cents each, 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 ¢an be supplied at a cost of $5. 00 per 
volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices.) 


2. 
- EDITORS PAGE - 


Do you know what ISOPHENES are? It was a technical term I had not met before, — 
until I read "The Flowering of Great Britain" by Richard Mabey” and ‘Pony’ Evans ~~ 
(Arrow, 1982). I had intended to share with you several items of interest from 
this book before now, :but:circumstances have prevented the regular appearance 
of my Editor's Page this year. However, Spring is an appropriate time :to 
mention Isophenes, which are defined as lines joining points where the average 
first spring flowering of a given plant occurs on the same day. In many places 
in Britain, such records have been.kenpt for hundreds of years, and although 
there aré seasonal variations each year, the average date of first flowering 
has apparently changed little over the centuries. One example given was of 
Lesser Cellandine (Ranunculus ficaria), which has had an average’ first flowering 
date of February 21, since the lete 17th Century, in Hamnoshire. Isophenes are 
not straight lines parallel to lines of latitude, since plants in mild coastal 
districts will flower earlier than the same species growing inland, and both 
will be earlier than those on:exposed. uplands, and.even in the one district,. 
microclimates will affect the timing of flowering. However, the concept does 
express the notion of spring moving northwards as daylight lengthens, and 
temperatures rise. Woodland plants, frowing under deciduous trees, need to come 
into flower before the leaves open on the trees, to take advantage of the extra 
light available before the canony closes over, an event which itself moves 
north with the advance of springs. 


Tsophenes ‘have been plotted for many species in Britain, and botanists have 
apparently calculated that spring moves north over flat ground at an averafe. 
speed of two miles per hour -. strolling pace! I imagine that isophenes would: 
be rather more eratic in our climte, especially since our winters are not 
severe enough to prevent all flowering, and rainfall is so unpredictable. 
However, even if our spring is not as dramatic or well defined as the English 
sprine, it would be an interesting exercise to document the first flowering 
of some of our wildflowers, comparinp south of Bendigo to north ef Bendigo. 
Much information of this kind probably exists among our members in anecdotal 
form, so it would probably not be too difficult to vlot werent isophenes for 
some of our more widespread plants. 
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Not far from our back door, across an open concrete area, cad a young Valonia Oak 
(Quereus macrolepis), of a bit short of three metres in heirht. As is the 
fashion for deciduous oaks, the old leaves turn brown in late autumn, but hang 
on the tree until not long before the new leaves are due. When the leaves fell 
a few weeks ago, we discovered that a White-plumed Honeyeater had built a nest 
at just on two metres off the pround in whet must have seemed a well protected 
site, now suddenly became very exposed. There were two eps, but only one 
hatched. Despite the exposed situation, frequent disturbances caused by people, 
and the dogs, and rainy weather, the chick was successfully raised to the 
point where it could leave the nest, The timing was fortunate in one sense, and 
very unfortunate in another. By: the time the youngster flew, the new leaves 
were unfurling, and some had pushed through the floor of the nést - a sort of 
huilt in ejector device, helped by sharpish serrations on the leaf’ edges. 

The very unfortunate aspect of. the timing was that it was the day before the 
nearly 50 mm of rain we had recently, and although our fledgling was still 
alive the day after the rain cleared, it has not been. seen since. We hope it 
survived, but have our doubts. This was the first time that we have known for 
sure that a youne native bird was raised in our suburban garden, Twice we 

have had family parties of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters which must have nested 
nearby, but if it was in our garden, we didn't find the nests. As our garden 
becomes shrubbier, and our trees larger, we hope that nesting by native birds 
will happen more frequently. It would make a nice change from sparrows and 
blackbirds. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


"THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT" Zs 


by Dale Gibbons 


Birdwatching is usually associated with pleasant sunny days, wandering about 
the countryside with binoeulane and perhepe a camera, An enjoyable relaxing 
pastime. a 


Our birdwatching is a Ltttie aiprecent than that, as, Bill Flentje and I are 
avid owl watchers. In particular we study the. habits of the Powerful Owl. 

This aptly-named bird nests in the middle of winter, eggs being laid during 

the month of June, So Powerful Owl watching is far from a pleasant. afternoon 
stroll,’ the month of June often being wet, windy, and very cold. The fact that 
Powerful Owls are only operational at Sets doesn't make observing any easier, 
and some of the watching is done with one's. ears! That is to cae sometimes you — 
hear more than you see. 


This year we were fortunate enough to locate. ee nests of this eaeeteneeey bird, 
I have personally known of one of these pairs on Mt. Alexander.since the late 
1960's, and we have been watching them regularly these past several years. 
Unfortunately | they have not. nested successfully since 1981 due to "that" 
horrific drought. 


On the evening of iseday 12, 8, 86, Bill. ait I-decided that to be économical, 
we should visit a nest each,-and so I had seks off for Mt. sheen? Bill for 
the other nest. near Heathcote. 


I arrived at the nest tree at about 5 p.m. ‘to find the male bird in his usual 
perch, in the crown of a nearby Blackwood. The female was in the nest hole’ brooding 
young, On this occasion the male bird had nothing in his talons. It is a feature | 
of these birds to hold over an uneaten prey item in their daylight perch until 

the following night. In fact a fortnight previously we had observed this fellow 
with the remains of a White Cockatoo! 


After conducting a brief inspection of the general area, under the watchful 

gaze of the ever vigilant male bird, I had settled down with my back to a 
convenient tree, to await events. It is interesting that you can observe these 
birds in full view of the as long as you remain as still as a statue, : 

~As igs her habit, the female emerged from the nest hollow at 10 minutes past 

six, and flew about the vicinity exercising cramped muscles, preening, and 
alternately stretching wings and legs. She was joined by the male bird and they 
conversed in low bleating calls. At this time I could also hear the young pe 
calling from-.inside- the hollow. At 6.30 p.m. she had returned ‘to. the nest,.as” 

the male bird had not provided-her with an evening meal, A few moments later, . 

he flew off up guily, in a westerly direction, presumably to capture the evening — 
meal, Perhaps a Sugar Glider or some other unfortunate-dweller of the local forest. 


I contemplated awaiting his return, but as it had become quite cold I decided 

to leave. I had stood up and was preparing to go, when the male bird arrived 
back and alighted on a branch not 20 metres from me, obviously concerned at my 
close proximity to the nest tree. I switched on my torch and admired this 

large orange-eyed bird whose beak snapped warningly. After a moment I turned to 
leave and was walking steadily away, when I was struck a solid blow between 

the shoulders. I was startled for a moment, then .came the realization that I 

was under attack by the male bird, The next ten minutes was terrifying as he 
repeatedly dive bombed me, It is one thing to be swooped by nesting magpies, 

but these fellows literally eat magpies for breakfast! At'one stage during the - 
attack, I hurled a piece of wood in his direction, and was surprised: to see 
him fly after it while I made 50 metres. He came after me and continued to 
attack and scored another hit on my left shoulder,landing on a branch only: some 
3 metres away. I switched on my torch and lit him up thinking the light would 
dazzle him, instead he: launched a full on frontal attack straight down the - 
torch beam. With thoughts of the experience of that famous English owl man 

Eric Hosking, who lost an eye to a Tawny Owl, I got out of there as fast as was 
possible, whilst fending off concerted attacks with torch and a big stick. 
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"THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT" continued 
This quite: unexpected experience shook -me:up somewhat; “however two’ nights”* © © 
later I returned expecting trouble and got it. This time I was clad ina 
motorcycle helmet and goggles. As expected after dark I was savagely: attacked, 
but was quite smug in my protective gear, After being clobbered several times 

I tried to’ lead him up the hill to where he had. landed on. qa, low.,branch. two kor 
nights earlier, I was walking away from him;thinking "he will hit me any time... 
now". Quite stupidly I looked over my left. shoulder to see.if. he was.coming, =~ 
and he was. Rang! I was struck a Stunning blow on the lower face,.which  ,.. 
caused me to "see stars" for a moment, after which I was bleeding from the 
nose. Later inspection showed a laceration inside my left nostril.and.a thick . 
lip! Despite this he did oblige by landing on a low perch, and Iwas able - 
to také- two photos of him from only 10 feet away. baal fh a's ha ali 
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Of all the Australien Owls theré are only two species, that I can find records ,... 
of, who vigorously defend their nests, the Barking Owl and the northern Ceansacine 
Rufous Owl. Why then should a Powerful Owl attack an intruder when this bird 4... 
is noted for being very shy? The only answer I can come up with is, that ar 
combined ‘with having.‘young in the'nest and that we have visited this pair ‘so 

often fot so long, the:old.adape "familiarity breeds contempt" must hold true + ~° 
in this instance. On three previous occasions before nesting this particular : 
male Powerful Owl has. swooped low past Bill Flentje, but has.not clobbered 

him, yet! | etre Sth bocentanth -vceesan AG) pect 

The next few weeks trying to photograph these birds at the nest, plus the 
banding of the young, should prove very interesting: indeed, Without, we hope, 
too much damage to our persons. ny PERO TS OSS BE ee gas 
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DILIWYNIA RAMOSISSIMA AT. GERMAN GULLY, MANDURANG ©. 


#1lustration in Cochrane, Fuhrer, Rothérham and Willis' "Flowers and Plants Oba 


¢ 


species not included in Willis' book, and therefore presumably described since 

his Handbook was published in 1972. D.ramosissima is listed mainly for Maryborough- 
Maldon - Castlemaine, with-one ‘record for block 67a in the. Diamond Hill Historic « 
Area, a few kilometres. north-west.of where: I found my specimens...One final clue ' 
came. from Jean Galbraith's “"Wildflowers of South-east - Australia" (p.142) in- 

which she describes Diglaberrima as having "the flowers in eclusters:at:the  .f.. 65 
branch ends";: and, "Also.at present included: in. this. species ig a -narrom,! ‘stiffly. : . 
erect shrub with flowers crowded ‘at: leaf ibases,. mainly dliong. short ‘side: branches". . 
This evidently is the form now calléd Diramosissima, -and:is.the plant illustrated 
by Cochrane, Fuhrer,’ Rotherham sand Willis..In this area:itsnccurs:at:Diamond 
Hill and Goman Gully, the lattér locality representing aosmaill range ‘extension,.: 
and indicates: the possibility: that the species may occur -in/other places,in the. ~ 
bush south of -Bendigo., «« : ustte Potente Lat Fee A YL eee, tela ls 
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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA - PART 2 
by Eric Whiting 


The ground ferns and the coral ferns are probably the laymans standard type | 
of fern, often growing in massive banks along the sides of streams or moist ~~ 
gullies, or as a dense ‘ground cover over the forest floor. The fronds are © 
much divided into small leaflets, with each frond rising out of the earth in ~ 
that characteristic unrolling: action. Thus one does not need to see if they 
reproduce by spores from underneath the fronds, to know whether they are 

true ferns or not. Ferns are common on or south of the Divide. However, on 
our side, they become less and less common as you come down the-silopes;so- ~~” 
that drotind ‘Bendigo we have only isolated occurrences, very dependent on io 
conditions. Only two ground ferns and one coral fern have been recorded “in 

our area. These are the Ruddy Ground Fern, the Austal Bracken, and the 
Serambling Coral Fern. S 


- Hypolepis rugosula - Ruddy Ground Fern 


Hypolepis =.(Greek) hypo = under, lepis = scale. Referrinr tO the position of 
the sori under the thin membranous indusiun. 
rugosula — rugalose, diminutive of rugose, meaning a wrinkled surface, 


This fern gets its common name from the deep red colour of the stipes, which 
are also, sparsely covered in reddish hairs, The fronds rise up to 80 em hich, 
broadly triangular in outline, rather course to touch, and a dull green, The 
final leaflets have pointed lobes and, when fertile, rounded sori alongside 

each vein running into ‘the lobes. The indusium only covers the sori in the | 
young stages. . 


Generally favouring wet mountain gullies, this fern is @ unatea to a en 
very sheltered gullies or similar situations where the ground does not dry © 

out. It has been found in the Whipstick, on One Tree Hill, and in the Nenana 
Forest. Specimens have also been recorded growing /in the Chinese Holes at 
White Hills. However it is not mentioned in the Castlemaine Plant SNES and the 
only other North Central pe COrd goood Ine to Cliff. eae is Mt, 
Beckworth. 


Pteridium esculentum - Austral Bracken 


Pteridium -(Greek) from pteris = wing and also the word for fern. . 
esculentum - (Latin) esculentus = favourable for human elistiiseetese 


Spreading largely by the long creeping underground rhizomes, this fern is 1 noth: 
restricted to the moist areas, in fact it prefers well drained soils. Early 
settlers often used the presenze of bracken to locate suitable farmland. However, 
the resistant rhizomes were a curse to the pioneer, as they readily survived 

his attempts to clear the land. Responding favourably to bushfires, it is 

the quite familiar ground cover of large tracts of: hill and mountain forests. — 


The habit and the tough leathery fronds usually distinguish bracken from other 
ferns. However, to confirm your identification, look for. the continuous 
marginal sori, and the -apressed hairs on the underside of the fronds. 
Although common around the Castlemaine area and further south, bracken does 
not appear any further north around Bendigo than a line paeeIe east-west, 
just to the north of Mt. Alexander. 


Another Ground Fern found at Fryers Ridge, just outside our. area, is the 
Common Ground Fern (Culcita lubia). The pale yellowish-green fronds and stipes 
clearly distinguish this fer} from bracken, with which it generally shares a 
similar habitat. 


6. 
FERNS OF THE BENDIGO ARFA continued 


The specific name for’ bracken (esculenteum) is somewhat perplexing at first 
sight, as brackens have the reputation of being poisonous to stock when eaten. 
in quantity. The fronds apparently have an enzyme that destroys thiamine and ~ - 
leads to vitamin Bl deficiency, However, the explanation is that the rhizomes © 
are edible. The Aborigines used to grind them up into a paste, and cook them a: 
asa sort of | bread, 


Gleichenia microphylla - Seraatting Coral foenn 


Gleichenia - After Friedrich Wilhelm von Gleichen, a German botanist and baron 
(1717-1783). 
microphylla - (Greek) micro = small, phylla = leaf. 


Coral Ferns are characterised by fronds that repeatedly fork. The ~ Ab red 
coloured stipes rise from long creeping rhizomes to form dense banks of greenery. 
The leaflets are tiny rounded lobes 1-2 mm long, tightly packed, but on one plane 
along the final branches. The sori consist of only«three or four sporangia in 
the corner of each leaflet. A bud forms in the angle of each fork and is 

capable of further growth, extending the frond for considerable distances. 

Banks of inter-twined fronds can reach three metres in height. 


Coral Ferns: generally like open sunny situations, yet still need a wet or: 
swampy ‘soil. A colony near the Spring Gully Reservoir that had been an Supntee 
of a number of club outings has apparently succumbed to the last drought. 

No new growth can be seen, however only time will tell if any surviving rhizome 
or spores will respond to a favourable season, and start the colony off again. 
Tom Patullo remembered seeing another colony in a gully below the water | 
channel in the Mandurang Forest. In a systematic search of the gullies along the 
channel I have located three viable colonies, In ose cae Jack Kellam has 
recorded Same fern in the Wellsford Forest. 


THE WATER FERNS - FAMILY BLECHNACEAE 


The water ferns differ from most other ferns in having the fertile fronds 
unlike the normal fronds, Both have typically once pinnately divided, erect 
fronds. The Fishbone Fern of the florists is in this group, but is not known / * 
to occur here. ' 


Blechnum minus ~ Soft Water Fern 


Blechnum -.( Greek) blechnors= avclassioadl mame forea 2 (unidentified) fern, 
minus: - (Latin) = lesser. 


The rhizomes are. .short with the stipes rising from the crown, however stolons 
are readily froduced, so colonies are often quite open. As is typical of the 
group the fronds are once pinnate, with the fertile fronds differing from the 
barren ones by bearing very much narrower leaflets - they appear to be dark 
and shrivelled at first sight. In both, the leaflets are smaller and opposite 
near the base, then get larger and alternate as they are spaced up the erect to 
arching. stipe. Each leaflet is attached: by a small, but distinct stalk. 


Ag thé common name of the froup suggests, these ferns like wet conditions, 
typically being found alongside creeks. Ern Perkins records this fern at 
Barkers Creek and on private property .in the Barfold Gorge. I have also found 
a few small Does in seepage areas from the water channel te the ESE 
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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA contimed 


Blechnum nudum ~- Fishbone Water Fern 
nudum - (Latin) = bare 


The smooth, black, shiny stipes of this fern rise stiffly erect in clumps from 
the rhizome, which in old luxuriant specimens can form a short trunk, The 
leaflets tend to be alternate along the rhachis, and are attached by spreading 
confluent bases. The leaflets in the middle of the frond are the longest, 
giving a graceful lance-head outline to the frond. The ends of the leaflets 
are distinctly pointed and the edges are entire. 


This is one of the commonest ferns found alongside Victorian creeks. Note 
that the Fishbone Fern of the Nurserymen is not the same fern, but the New 
South Wales plant Nephrolepis cordifolia, In our area it is found in the same 
situations as the Soft Water Fern, often growing alongside each other. 

However Ern Perkins does not record the Fishbone from the Barfold locality. — 


Blechnum chambersii ~ Lance Water Fern 
-chambersii - after T.C.Chambers (I believe) 


This fern has been known as B. lanceolatum and as B, aggreratun., — 

The latter name has been misapplied to Australian specimens from a New Zealand 
fern that is now known to be a hybrid with B. chambersii as one parent. The 
second parent is confined to New Z€aland, The Lance Vater Fern differs from the 
Fishbone in the fronds not being so erect, the slightly upward curving, blunt 
ended leaflets, and the stipes not being black or shiny The only loeal record 
is at McKay Reservoir near Elphinstone. 


Doodia media - Common Raspfern 


Doodia - After Samuel Doody (1656-1706), curator of the Chelsea Physic Garden, 
and assisted Ray in his 'Synopsis' and ‘Historia Plantarum’. 


The fronds of this fern are tough and erect. The leaflets are shortly stalked 
in the lower third, but then become attached by the whole base further up. 
Fertile fronds do not differ from the barren ones. The sori are in two rows 
on either side of the mid-vein, but eventually become confluent. The young 
fronds are often a reddish purple. 


The normal habitat is in gullies in either shaded or exposed positions, 
including in dry sclerophyll forests. As such it would be expected in our local 
forests, but Ern Perkins has it listed only for Blanket Gully Bushland Reserve, 
(near Campbells Creek). 
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10. ms oy 
COULD YOU HAVE FOLLOWED THESE DIRECTIONS TO THE” WHIPSTICK DIGGINGS? 


When the diggers first entered the Whipstick in the early 1850's, the way was 
hard to find and the roads or tracks were very rough. However, a correspondent 

-of the Melbourne Arve on 4 February 1857 submitted directions, supposedly to 
help people who wished to enter the Whipstick. One ‘wonders how anyone found 

- their way to these digeings by trying to follow them. The following are 
extracts from that article. he: ee cae 


Bendigo 


"There ‘has been a large influx of strangers’ and visitors to this locality, in 
_ the neighbourhood of Drunken Scotchman's Gully, Brandy and Sandfly Gullies, 
“ -gince I last addressed you from the-Whipstick;. many. of whom have eamped and 
settled down with determination of giving these dirgings a fair trial. — 
-,.. Mr, Panton, the resident warden, paid'a visit to these diggings a few days 
aco, and from his enquiries from several of the diggers, it would seem that a 
more direct and main line of road or approach to the “hipstick.is in-contemplation 
by the "powers that be" wees. The present roads are indirect, circuitous, 
detached and disconnected; in fact, a regular bush chart, or topographical map, 
_to enable strangers to reach the..Whipstick is almost indispensably necessary, 
the route usually travelled by through Eaglehawk and Sailor's Gully, on to 
Sydney Flat, from which place:there is a road of about nine miles nearly unfit 
to travel in wet weather, and making a total distance of about sixteen miles 
‘from Bendigo. A more distant route, again, than this is round by Myer's Flat, 
past the Creek Hotel and Mann's Paddock, the Shingle Hut on’to the Four Mile 
Hut, from whence a circuitous route of a few miles through the bush will enable 
the traveller to catch Sydney Flat Road, which leads into the Whipstick, 
a rather difficult and precarious road certainly to strangers and parties. 
unaquainted with bush travelling. By far the shortest and most available road 
is to strike off the main road about half a mile on the Bendigo side of the 
Eaglchavk Township, and between it and the Lord Nelson Hotel (1) and after 
pulling off White Horse Gully, which you cross over, and keeping Eaglehawk 
and White Horse Gully at your back, and passing through ‘the two adjoining 
gullies, diverging a little to the left, you come out on a track that will 
lead you to the Fiddlers Green, then by following the main road, you pass the 
Black Horse, and by taking the turnoff to the right when coming out into 
Black Horse Flat, this road followed for about five miles, will lead direct 
into the Whipstick diggings. From Bendigo this road is not computed at more 
than ten or twelve miles." «" = -% : i ah ne beet 
It would appear that the first two routes mentioned ‘probably passed the site 
which was later occupied by the now delicensed 01d House At Home Hotel, 
and continuing somewhere along a route to that which now leads to the 
delicensed Camp Hotel near Scotchman's Gully. 


(1) The Lord Nelson Hotel site was on the corner of the Loddon Valley Highway 
and Sandhurst Road, close to the foot of the railway bridge on the Bendigo 
side. In those days no railway or bridge existed and probably travellers to 
the Whipstick passed along a track close to what is now Jobs Gully Road. 


Contributed by Bill Perry. 
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LEAVES FROM THE PAST No. 2 
SS Ce ee By "Book Worm" 


An Early Field Naturalists Club in Bendigo Sg aa ner ghana 
nin SN a aCLAEINO GERRI EUAnORn emission airtime cnc re 


During 1908 and 1909 there was a ereat ‘upsurge. of interest in the iy of bird 
life in Victoria, fostered in large measure by the Education Department. A 
"Descriptive List’of the Birds of Victoria": ‘was compiled by Mr.J.A: Leach M, Seo, 
Organising Inspector of Nature Study, with the assistance -of members of ‘the 
R.0.U., the Bird Observers Club and other naturalists, and sent to all schools’ | 
.as a Supplement to the "Education Gazette" in December 1908. Shortly afterwards. 


Sha slightly revised pocket edition was available from the Government Printer, | ee 


Melbourne, at a cost of 6d. These lists were: the fore-runners of Dr. Leach's 
"An Australian Bird Book" published in 1911. 


The Minister of Public Instruction (the Hon.A.A.Billson) issued an instruction... 
that ‘schools throughout Victoria should hold the first Bird Day on 29th 
October 1909. It was generally a great success, 


While reading early issues of "Old Gold", the Magazine of the Bendizo ‘High 
School,,.I found ‘that back in 1912 a. "Field Observers' Club" was established 
at the, ‘school by tthe =then~ Sports. Waster, Mr A.M.Sullivan,. who was reported to 
be an. authority, on bird . life. He doubtless had -been influenced. in this by the 
policy of ‘the Education Department, . and would. have had. Oe 19 the above. 
lists, and to "An Australian Bird Book", 


By courtesy of Mr. John Neil, Principal of. the. Bendigo. High Scheel we are able; 
to IE articles and/or extracts from the "Old Gold" Magazines. 


Vol. ky. No. 1 of December, 1912, reports that. ‘two excursions were held during 
the Spring of that year. On the first excursion to the One Tree Hill Area, 
twenty three species of birds were identified. The report onthe second 
excursion, to the Back Creek Area on 9th November, has this to say about bird 
life: - 


"During the afternoon a red-capped robin and trace drab coloured females were 
noticed, The other two species have no doubt long ago left for the cooler c 
South, The presence of the red-cap in the north “in summer is not at all wcommon: 
Rufous-breasted whistlers (thick heads) were heard all the afternoon and two 
nests were found, one containing two young birds and the other three eggs well ~~ 
advanced towards incubation. The rufous-breasted whistler’ is perhaps ours 
merriest musician, ... The nest is a cup of woven thick grass lightly placed ~ 

in a fork, generally about ten feet from the pround. The eggs are a SEES CEES 
green with: & ring of darker spots round (the) thick end." 


I was very interested to find that a well organised club was in existence in 
Bendigo many years before our Field Naturalists. Club: was formed, 


He RA ORE Bern Xe hes 


BENDIGO JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS ; : 
The Junior Field Naturalists proup was formed eal in 1986. The aim of. the . 
group is to introduce young people +o an understanding and appreciation of the 
many aspects, of natural history. The group has held monthly meetings on the 
afternoon of the last Sunday each month. The numbers attending average about 25 
children, who,, topether with parents and younger SHERI make uP. a BrouD of 
about: 40: Andiciduals,.: eatery 

Topics covered so far have been:- "Insects; friend. and foe", which was ed by. 
Dr. Bill Holsworth. An afternoon plenting trees at. .Raywood as participants in 
the "Branch Out'! scheme, Botany of the Bush, and a. frog. collecting and identifying 
excursion at a local swamp. 

We would like to thank all the leadrs:- Dr Bill HAlewcrth, Aegon Tindner , 

Mr Bruce Wallace and Mr Berry Vardy who have enthusiastically passed on their 
knowledge to the young people, and io the parents who have transported their 
children on the excursions, 


12. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


The Annual Meeting and Election of Office Bearers took place at the September. 
Meeting and resulted in the following elections:- 


PRESIDENT: Harvey Rich. VICE PRESIDENT: To be arranged, 
SECRETARY: Nancy Storie. ASST. SECRETARY: John Burtonclay.. 
LIBRARIAN: Will Burgess. TIF Cu 2 


BIRD OF THE NIGHT SUB-COMMITTEE: Hugh Milne, Will Burgess, Jack Kellam,Bill Flentje. 


NOTES & OBSERVATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE: Bil2 Flentje, John Burtonclay, John Berry, 
Will Burgess. 4. 3 


Harvey thanked all office-bearers ‘arid ‘members for their work and support during _ 
the past year. . a 


GUEST SPEAKER: Once again we had evidence of the tremendous knowledge and 
talent that is held by our own members, when Bill Flentje was Guest Speaker. 
Bill presented a great collection of slides of "Birds of the Night" together 
with superb sound recordings of their (often hilarious) calls. Nightjars, Owls, 
Curlews, Tawny Frogmouths, Owlet Nightjars and even some Bats, were included 
in a presentation with which any Club would have been proud to be associated. 
Sincere thanks, Bill! 


Bird of the Night was the Little Grass Bird. 


Observations included a possible first sighting for the district of the Square- 
tailed Kite. ent aes 


Arrangements were made for the planting of 200 trees in Wallanjoe Road by the 
Group. . ‘ : pe ST ee eae ‘ 


RERKKE KEK KX ¥ 


REPORT ON SPECIMEN HILL EXCURSION 
aa by Win Demeo. 


On the morning of 21st September about 15 members of the Field Naturalists 
Club went to Specimen Hill Flora Reserve which is on a high point overlooking 
Bendigo, ri : 

The flowers we saw were the Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea (Daviesia mimosoides), 
Black-eyed Susan (Tetratheca ciliata), and the: Early Nancy (Anguillaria dioica) 
which have the. stamens on one flower (male) and the ovary on another (female 
flower). We also saw a lot of the white Fairy Waxflower (Eriostemon verrucosus) 
and a couple of patches of pink waxflower. There were two freenhood orchids, 
the Swan Greenhood (Pterostylis ecyenocephala) and the Nodding Greenhood 
(Pterostylis nutans), and a lot of Wax-lip Orchid (Glossodia major). 

There were large bushes of Common Fringe-myrtle (Calytrix tetragona) with 
their white petals and long stamens, and a display of the Purple Coral-pea 
(Hardenbergia violacea).. 

The wattles seen were. Ausfelds (Acacia ausfeldii), Hedge (Acacia paradoxa) 
and Gold-dust (Acacia acinacea). 

Other plants seen were the Silky Guinea-flower (Hibbertia sericea), Eggs and 
Bacon (Daviesia genisifolia), Goldfields Grevillea (Grevillea alpina) and the. 
Common Rice-flower (Pimelea humilis). . 

There were two Boneseed plants (Chrysanthemoides monilifera) in full flower 
which were pulled up by our members. a 

Surprisingly there is hardly any rubbish in this resegve. 

Thanks to Graham Hill for leading this excur::ton. 


mi Si 13. 
BROWN-HEADED HONEYEATER, MELITHREPTUS BREVIROSIRIS 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION 1 AUGUST 1986 


APPEARANCE: ° A small-honeyeater, about 13.5 cm Yong. Upner plumage fenerally~ 
brownish-freen, wings and tail, brown. Underrarts greyish-white. The eyes. are. 
brown, surrounded by a pale orange eye-ring. Around the head, from eye to eye, 
igs a crescent shaped, narrow band of buff-white, The eyes are brown, the bilL 
dark, and short in contrast to most other honeyeaters. The female has a similar 
appearance, 


CALL: Loud, staccato or slow rattling call, and a different call in flight. 


HABITAT: Brown-headed honeyeaters are common in all forest, woodland, and mallee 
areas of the Bendiro District, but less common in the Red Ironbark areas. 


FOOD: This consists of insects found on the leaves and twigs.of Hucalypts. 
The food includes weevils, SMuBBEIS: beetles, ants and flies, and necter ELD, 
flowers of -Bucalypts." tat, 


HABITS: They usually occur in small flocks or family parties, inhabiting the 
Foliage and branches of Eucalypt veretation, either feeding on nectar from 
the flowers, or searching for insects on the leaves and twigs. Their presence 
is usually revesled, throurhout the year, as they call frequently. 


BREEDING: Nestinre may occur between August and December. Often in the Bendiro 
Mistrict, nesting berins early in Aurust, so probably two or three broods are 
raised in suitable seasons. The nest consists of a stronctly woven deep cum, 

of fine shreds of bark, rrasses, hairs and cobweb, suspended from twirs in 
the foliage at the ton of mallee eucalypts or the outer folinze of other , 
cucalynts, about 3 feet to 45 feet above the cround. The nest is lined with 
fur, Three eves are generally laid, coloured pale pink or salmon, with reddish 
lines, spots and dots, more ebundant at the larre end. Ineubation and fledrinz 
neriods are probably similar to the “hite-naned honeyeater, which are each 
shout 14 days. 


GENERAL: The young are sometimes fed by several adult birds, probably the 
youns of a previous brood. Like most honeyeaters, they often drink from 
waterholes in hot weather, The younr have a greenish or turquoise eye-ring 

and tannish brown heed. As they crow older the eye-rins becomes yellow to 
oranre-yellow, and then almost dirty white when mature. The head becomes dark 
erey to greyish black when mature. 

Immature White-naped Honeyeaters may be confused with Brown-headed HORSES, 
but are distincuished by their distinctly white underparts. ta 
The scientific species name of brevirostris refers ise) ane) sine batt of this 
honeyeater wo = na 
They spend much time in the upner foliare of sieangrite; and as well as oetitte 
on nectar from the blossoms, feed on insects in the foliage, on twizs, and under 
bark on the branches, sometimes clinging and movins underneath the branches, 

to prise out insects. 

They move ahout to follow. the blossoming of various Eucalypts. 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


14. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st JULY 1986 


1985 Balances Brough Forward 
763.10 - General Account 456.65 
19.72 —- Publications Account. ES ToL... ype 
2.000.00 —-State--Bank-A/e. Nov614-6439-4439—=20- 2 4-500.00. oon a ence enn eres 
1,003. 8 - State Bank A/e No.614-6439-4536-90 _1.299.61 4289.87 
3. 788. cea ort Migr ee * le 
Add Receipts : 
1.28.00 Membership.:Fees 1,614.00 
~ 348.00 Subscriptions .-- 215300 
825.10 Sale of Publications 782.00 
18,98. Suppers. 17.04 — 
354.90 Bank Interest 426.41 ~~ 
550.00 . Public Trust Office - - M.A. pouren Grant - 
135.50 ~ Donations : - 48.50 
3.00 Postage Ré& unds. 3.00 
‘-. Excursions & Public Lectures 1,387.65 
- Annual Dinner 74.00 4.567.60 
Uc GY - 8.857.47 
Less Payments 
704.40° Whirrakee: 901.16 
453.00 Mammal Project | s i: 
368.00 Publications for Resale 498 .00 
rice Photos . 37.08 
331.00 Typing f 
366.14 . Postages * 334.93 
171.00 Subscriptions . 314.00 
187.10 Repairs a 25.00 
70,00 Petty Cash 70.00 
105.40 Library Acquisitions - 
141.24 Insurance 141.24 
21.00 P.0.Box Fee 23.00 
12.75 Stationery 35.19 
7.75 «: Bank Charges 18 ..67 
9,50 Advertising 6.60 
20.00. Christmas.Break Up | + 
14,00 Refund of Membership 14.00 
- Incorporation Fee - - 60,00 
- Presentations 7.43 
- Excursions & Public Lectures 1,221.54. 
- Room Hire : 30.00 3.73784 
$4,289.87 Balance of Cash on hand as at 31/7/86 $5,119.63 
‘and as reflected by the following account balances - 
456.65 - General Aecount 340.70 
33.61 - Publications account 355.94 
2.500.00 - State Bank A/e No.614-6439-4439-20 3.000 .00 
1,299.61 - State Bank A/c No.614-6439+4536-90 1,422.99 
$4289.87 $5,119.63 


I have prepared the above statement of receipts and payments and in addition I 
have examined the supporting documents and records in an honourary capacity 
and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts and 
payments as shown above fairly reflect the cash transactions that have taken 
place on behalf of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club during the financial year 
Setlse! SaN any Wastes C.Horvath FASA CPA 


Honourary Auditor. 


"PASS IT ON" 15 
We experience Triodia irritans . by Dodda Laurel 


Some years ago, several of our members visited a marvellous camp-out conducted 
by the Mid-Murray Field Naturalists, Trust. The venue was a large block of 
virgin Mallee country a few miles from Annuelio,; which lies to the north-west 
of Nyah. 


On arriving at the campsite we proceeded to pitch our tent and get settled for 
the night. Now, around about that area, (and indeed, we found later, on a round 
Australia trip, all through the centre and in the Kimberleys) there grows a low 
variety of grass, with sharp pointed leaves. This grass begins as a single 
tuft, which spreads sideways. As it°increases in diameter, the plant uses up 
all the nutrients in the ground in-the centre. The middle of the plant dies, 
and this leaves a living ring which extends outwards as the plant grows. 


The plant is known as Porcupine grass, or botanically as Triodia (aptly called) 
irritans, and we soon found out that one sees the Triodia, and feels the irritans 
for a lone time after the jab. 


P.S. For a full report on this excursion see Bendigo Naturalist Vol.5,No.1,P.4.- 


The Mallee Fowls Ere and the Bronzewing Pirecns. 


Some eifhteen years ago the Club conducted a very interesting camp-out to Mount 
Arrapiles.on the June long weekend. During this excursion, among other places 
of interest, we visited Kiata Mallee Fowl sanctuary near Dimboola. This 
sanctuary was cared for byranger Keith Hateley, and he was the man who told us 
the following story. : res 


Now to reach the Sanctuary, and the area where the active Mallee Fowl nests were, 
one must leave the hishway and drive right down the side of the area, and across 
the back of the virgin Mallee block. This was deliberately designed to prevent 
motor traffic passing through the nesting sites. 


On the occasion in the story, there was an elderly couple who had driven all 

the way down from Queensland, with the exnress desire of seeing a Mallee Fowl. 

On arriving at the clearing they hurried to acquaint the ranger with the fact . 
that they had had their main desire realised, they had seen a pair of Mallee Fowl, 


Now Keith Hateley knew every nook and cranny of the sanctuary, and he also knew 
every Mallee Fowl there-in. He even had names for them a’1,and he very much. 
doubted that the Queensland visitors had encountered Mallee Fowl at the place 
they claimed they had. He suspected that they had seen a pair of Bronzewing ' 
Pigeons. He decided to show them a Malice Fowls egg. "What" they exclaimed in 
amazement, "Those little birds can ley an egg that size?". He then conducted 
them to view-a Mallee Fowl's nest, and hopefully catch glimpse of a real 

Mallee Fowl, 5 . 


P.S, Fairly recently we revisited the Kiata Sanctuary and regrettably found 
that, the Mallee Fowls were gone, the?r mounds trampled to ruin, human foot 
tracks criss-crossing the bushland areca that once had been a sanctuary. 

We thought it a case of too many visiters to too small an area. 


How to Attract an Emu 

We had this method demonstrated to us it a recent general meeting by the min 
speaker. This method has been known te the aborigines for many years, The ems _ 
being unable to contain their curiousity would approach to identify this strange 
object waving in the air. j 

Some time ago an enthusiastic young: mtmber of our club, unversed in bushlore, 
was out with a more experien¢ed membey, when they came upon several emus. This 
was the first time our young member hed ever,.seen these birds in the wild. 

He was eager to photograph them, "How ean I get close to them?" he asked his 
companion. Lay flat on your back and wave one leg in the air he was told. 

Our young friend was flat on his back, waving one leg in the air, when he glanced 
up and saw, to his intense embarassmeg;, a party of people, in a car, who had 
stopped to view the strange behaviour, 

"And there was not a hole or a creek ¢earby to roll into", he said. 


16, - 
COMMITTEE REPORT 23/9/1986 


1. The Committee is considering having drinkine ¢lasses made featuring the 
_ Club emblem, These could be presented to suest speakers and could also be 
sold to memhers, 


2. New members elected ie the Club were:- 
David McDonald, Lot .26, Guys Hill Rd., Stmthfieldsaye. 
Mrs Caroline Marone, Glencoe St., Bendigo. 


3. Possum Books will be present at the November meeting. 


(Eg th letter is to be written to the Minister of Conservation, Forests and ; 
' -- Lands requesting information on progress regarding Whipstick land purchases, - 


9. The Club is to purchase Wilderness Calendars for sale to members, 
6. ™,Demeo is to be Senior Vice-President for this year, 


7. P.Egan sucrested that Conservation,. Forests.and Lands be asked. to include... 
a section on noxious weeds in their display at the Bendigo Show. 


8, Members are encouraged to attend the .V.F.N.C.A. meeting at Maryborough, ~ 
where Dr. Jim Willis will be guest speaker. See below for details. 


9, L.Leeson is organising a 22 seater bus for the 16 November excursion to 
Garden of St, Erth. Those requiring seats see Laurie at October meeting. 


HKXEKRKKXKXK HK KX 


PROGRAM FOR WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION CAMPOUT 
eee mene ern ene ere en en ren en ne A eC ETN 
AT MARYBOROUGH OCTOBER 17th, 18th & 19th 1986. 


Friday evening § p.m. 
The late Edgar Prescott's magic lantern slides of Australian Orchids and 
forestry activities of that era, 
Saturday morning 9 a.m, ; 
our taking in Aborifinal Wells & Aboriginal Initiation Grounds. 
Saturday 1.30 p.m. 
* Botany excursion Paddy's Ranres State Park at Maryborough. 
* Buses will be available for these two excursions if there is encugh interest, 
It would be annrecinted if the buses could be booked by October 12th. 
Cost $10.00 for the day. (If any profit is made it will fo to the W.V.F.N's 
Association - so book your bus and help the association). 
Bookings - Box 62, Maryborourh or Phone (054) 61 2249, 
Saturday 6.30 p.m. 
Weeting of WFC. A, 
Launching of Cliff’ Beauglehole's Murray Valley Report by Doreen Nason. Jim 
Willis will be euest speaker and has taken as his topic "The Natural History 
of Australia's Offshore Islands." 
Sunday morning 9.00 a.m, 
There will be two excursions - (a) Bird excursion 
(b) Relies of the Golden Age and present mininr 
activities. 


Tea and coffee will be available all mealtimes at the Clubhouse. 
All get-togethers will be at or depart from the Clubhouse, Timor Road. 
Further information can be obtained by rinzing Eileen Courtney on (054) 61 2249. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


| - OFFICE BEARERS. FOR 1985-1986 
PRESIDENT» '. Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43 0521 


SENIOR VICE ‘PRESIDENT Rob Moors -: Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington - 43 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe | .546 Harereaves St, Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER e 3 Helene Boon  §_ Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION /SYLLABU John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39-7308. 
ORGANISER Leste : eee! 

LIBRARIAN . |. Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedewick 39 6254 
ELITOR . Pix: Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsworth (43 4063, 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St, East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday), 
Half. day excursions normally:commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods, 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-grouns:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Apriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61° 1698" 
Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at. the... 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced), 
Convenor: Eric Whitince, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr.,; Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the last Sunday in the month, 

from 2.00 p.m, to 5.00 p.m.,at the Education Department Spécial Services — 

Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Group Activities are open to the 8-18 years 

age group, tc: :ther with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 

by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 

Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 ye ate aia UO ABS. 
Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


MEETINGS 
Wed,Oct. 8 


Wed Nov,12 
Wed .Dec.10 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun, Oct .12 


Weekend Oct. 
18-19 — 


‘ are 19 


Sun.Oct 26° 


Sun .Nevi2 


Sun .Nov.23 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri .Nov.7 


BOTANY GROUP 
Thurs,.0ct. 23 


~ indigenous to Bendigo (see list of species on p 


‘citdackass Flat Flora Reserve - afternoon, starting at 1.00 p. m, 


Speaker: Efic Wilkinson. Topic: 


- DIARY - 


Botany Workshop, orfanised by members of the Botany Group. 
Subject: Ferns of the Bendigo Area, 

NOTE; Please bring your copy of the September "Whirrakee" (with 
part 1 of the ferns series), and any fresh specimens of ferns 
D.2 of the above 
edition). ; 


Coastal. Landforms. 
Christmas Drees and. social night. Venue: To be notified. 


ie Se Ad Ad 


Selomon Gully Flora neeenve - morning, starting at 10,00 a.m, 


Meet at the entrances of the reserves in Patterson Street, no ae 


‘ ‘Quarry Hill (behind’lawn cemetery) and Crane Street, North Bendigo 


i Ma yhorough F.N.C. 


Bird of the Night: Barn Owl. 


respectively. Bring picnic lunch and.morning/afternoon teas if . 
staying all day. Members of Castlemaine and Maryborough F.N.C, "g 


J, wild, be participating.” i 


Western Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association, hosted by. 
Full details page 16, 


Tour of the Vhipetick with : Bendigo: ‘and Shepparton’ Native. Plant . 
Groun members. Start at Earlehawk Town.Hall at 10.00 a.m. 
Leader: Ian Evans (46 7326), Notify him’ of, your participation, 


Tour of the Whipstick, with Bendiro and ‘Rupanyup (and possibly 
Gramians) Native Plant Group members. Start at Faslehawk Town 
Hall at 10.00 a.m. Leader: Ian Evans (46 7326). Nee Y, him of your 
participation, 


Ail Day. Daisies ‘of Kamarcoka Forést (North-east side), 
Meet at 10.00 a.m. at the Rerional Office. 
Bring lunch, afternoon tea, and reference books. 


NOTE CHANGE OF DATE Garden of ‘St. Erth, Blackwood. 
Full details in November "Whirrakee". 


7.30 p.m, Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. Speaker: ‘Bruce ‘Male. 
Subject: Birds of Krakatoe, * 


7.30 p.m. at Jack Kellam! s home. _,* 
Topic: Lily family. - barn ne my Ns «tne a! 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thur .0ct.16 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS eS es ot ga oe iat ae 


Sun. Oct.26 
2.00 D.m. 


7.30 p.m. at Graham Hill's ae 81 Curnow St. Golden square’ 


Subject: Fossils. Mr Eric Wilicingon will guide the group on Sigh 
fossil hunting trip.. | z “sits 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed .Oct.22 


8,00 n.m. at Rod Fyffe! s home, 


